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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application. 

Listing of claims : 
1 and 2 (canceled). 

3 (currently amended). Th e m e thod of claim 2 A method for treating 
chronic pain , wherein said chronic pain is a type of neuropathic pain , said method 
comprising administering to a subject in need of such treatment a composition 

comprising a MEK inhibitor selected from a compound of the following formula 

mi 




wherein 



W is ORu NR7OR 1 , NRaRr, NR7NRa Rr , OCCH.^tJSTRa Rr , or NR^CCH^)^ 
NR^ 



Ri^ is H, C KR alkvl, C 3-g alkenvl, C alkvnvL C ^ cvcloalkvl, phenyl, (phenvD- 
C ud alkvL (phenvDC ^ alkenvl, (phenvHC ^ alkvnvK (C 3^ cycloalkvOC 1^ 
alkyl, (C v « cvcloalkvDC ^ alkenvK fC ^ cvcloalkvDC x a alkynyl C 
heterocyclic radical, (C ^ heterocyclic radicaDC u d alkyl, (C 3^ heterocyclic 
radicaO-C ^ alkenvl, (C ^ heterocyclic radicaDC alkynyl or (Ctl7)7-d NRrRn ; 
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is H, C 1 ^ alkvl phenyl, C t ^s cvcloalkvL C heterocyclic radical, or 
(C ^ cycloalkyl) methyl; 

Ra is H, C 1 ^ alkyl, C alkenyl, C ^ alkynyl C ^ cycloalkyl phenyl, (C 
cycloalkynC u d alkyl, (C ^ cycloalkyDC ^ alkenyl, (C cycloalkyDC 
alkynyl, C heterocyclic radical, (C ^ heterocyclic radicaDC u s alkyK 
(aminosulfonyl)phenyl, [(aminosulfonyDphenyllC 1.4 alkyl, (aminosulfonyl)C 1-6 
alkyl, (aminosulfonyl)C cycloalkyl, [(aminosulfonyDC ^,fiCycloalkyl1C i.d 
alkyl, or (CH^^t^ NRrRn: 

Rr is H, C u r alkyl, C ^ alkenyl, C 3 -x alkynyl, C ^ cycloalkyl, or phenyl; 
O is one of the following formulae (i) - (iii): 




0) (ii) (iii) 



is H or F: 

Ra is halo. NO?. S02NRn(CH2)7 , jNRFfip. SOi>NRgRp . or (COT; 

T is C i.« alkvl. C cycloalkyl. (NRpjlr^C alkvK ORg. -NRnfCH?^ NRgRg. 
orNRpfip; 
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I I 
N N 

M 

(iv) 



I I 



(V) 



I I 

R7 



(vi) 



II II 

N .N 

^3 



I I 

Rg N 



(vii) 



(viii) 



one of and is H or methyl and the other of Rs and is H, Ci.6 alkyl, Cjji 
alkenyl, Cti-^ alkynyl, phenyl, benzyl. or-M-E-G: 



M is O. CO. SO7. NR.. (CO)NRh. NRh (CO). NRh (SOo). (SO^^NRh. or 



CH2 



E is (CH2W or (CH->)^ 0(CHf\ where 1 < (each of m and p) < 3 and 
2 < (m + p) < 4: or E is absent; 

G is Rif . ORi or NRtRy. provided that if p = 1 . then G is H: 
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R7 is H, C 1^ alkvK C 7^ alkenvK C 7^ alkvnvL C cvcloalkvl, phenyl, 2-pvridvh 
3-pvridvh 4-pvridvK (CH^^ k ^At, where Ar is phenyl, 2-pvridvL 3-pvridvL or 4- 
pyridyl, 

S07NRH(CH7 )7, d NRi%, (C0)(CH9)7 ^tRk or (C0)NRH(CH.)7 ^NRiRjc: 

Xi is O, S, NR«, or CHRq; Xo_ is O, or CHRo; and is O or S; where if or 
X2 is CHRq, said compound may also be a tautomerized indole; 

Rg is H, C 1-4 alkyK phenyl. 2-pyridyl 3-pyridyK 4-pyridyL (CH2) i ^Ar, where Ar 
is phenyl, 2-pyridyL 3-pyridyK or 4-pyridyL C 2A ^l^^nyl C 2^ alkynyl C ^.^ 

cycloalkvL or (C 7^ alkyDNRiRM; provided R7_and R « together have no more than 
14 carbon atoms, exclusive of Ri^, Rm, Ri and Rk; 

Rfi is C 1- 4 alkyL phenyl, 2-pyridyK 3-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, C 3 - 4 alkenvl, C 
alkynyl, C ^ cycloalkyl, (CO)ORp , (C alkyDNRi^M, (CONRnCCH^K 
^NRJ^M, (CO)NRiRm, (C0)(CH2W -NRiRm, or (CH^^ i ^Ar, where Ar is phenyl, 
2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, or 4-pyridyl; 

Rq is C 2 -4 alkyl, phenyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, C alkenyl, C 
alkynyl, 

C ^ cvcloalkyl, (CO)ORp , (C 7^ alkyDNRi^M. (CO)NRn(CH7)2^lRm, 
(CO)NRi^M, (C0)(CH2WNRijRM, or (Cli'^w>M\ where Ar' is phenyl, 2- 
pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, or 4-pyridyl; 

Rp is H, C 1-6 alkyl, phenyl, C ^ alkenyl, C V4 alkynyl, C cvcloalkyl, or 
Rin is H, methyl, halo, or NO?; 



R11 is H, methyl, halo, or NO?; 
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each of Rr. Rn. Rf, Rp, Ru Rk. Rt, and Rm^Is independently selected from H, 
C ud alkvL C alkenvL C alkvnvK C ^ cvcloalkvK and phenyl; each of 
NRrR n^NRnRF, NRj R k, and NR JIm can also independently be morpholinyl 
piperazinyl, pvrrolidinyK or piperidinyl; and 

each of Rh. Rn. and Rn is independently H, methyl, or ethyl; 

wherein each hydrocarbon radical or heterocyclic radical aboye is optionally 
substituted with between 1 and 3 substituents independently selected from halo, 

C ud alkyl, C V 6 cycloalkyl, C ^ alkenvK C 3 -4 alkynvL phenyl, hydroxyl, amino, 
(amino)sulfonyl, and NO^, wherein each substituent alkyl, cycloalkyl, alkenyl, 
alkynyl or phenyl is in turn optionally substituted with between 1 and 3 
substituents independendy selected from halo, C u ? alkyl, hydroxyl, amino, and 
NO2; 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or C 1-7 ester thereof . 

4 (currently amended). The method of claim 3, wherein said neuropathic 
pain is associated with one of the following: inflammation, postoperative pain, 
phantom limb pain, bum pain, gout, trigeminal neuralgia, acute herpetic and 
postherpetic pain, causalgia, diabetic neuropathy, plexus avulsion, neuroma, 
vasculitis, viral infection, crush injury, constriction injury, tissue injury, limb 
amputation, post-operative pain, and arthritis pain, and any other nerve injury 
between the peripheral nervous system and the central nervous system, 
inclusively. 



5 and 6 (canceled). 
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7 (currently amended). The method of claim 1 A method for treating 
chronic pain , wherein said chronic pain is associated with inflammation , said 
method comprising administering to a subject in need of such treatment a 
composition comprising a MEK inhibitor selected from a compound of the 
following formula (I): 



W is ORk NR^ORj, NRa Rr , NR^NRaRr, 0(CH7WNRa Rr , or NR7(CH7)2^ 



R^ is H, C i-« alkvl, C ^ alkenvl, C ^ alkvnvl C ^ cvcloalkvL phenyl, (phenvlV 
C us alkvl, (phenvl)C ^ alkenyl, (phenvDC ^ alkynyl, (C ^ cycloalkvDC ud 
alkyl, (C V R cycloalkyDC alkenyl, (C ^ cycloalkyDC ^^ alkynyl, C ^ 
heterocyclic radical, (C heterocyclic radicaDC 1- 4 alkyl, (C heterocyclic 
radical)-C alkenyl, (C heterocyclic radicaDC alkynyl or (CH^W NRrRn ; 

R7 is H, C 1-4 alkyl, phenyl, C x^ cycloalkyl, C ^ heterocyclic radical, or 
(C cycloalkyl) methyl: 




wherein 



NR^l 



Ra is H, C alkyl, C x^ alkenyl, C x r alkynyl, C 3^ cycloalkyl, phenyl, (C ^ 
cycloalkyDC u d alkyl, (C x ^r cycloalkyDC xa alkenyl, (C cycloalkyDC xa 
alkynyl, C ^ heterocyclic radical, (C xr heterocyclic radicaDC u d alkyl. 
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(aminosulfonvDphenvK f(aminosulfonvl)phenvnC i^alkvL (aminosulfonvnC 
alkvh (aminosulfonvl)C -^.^ cycloalkvL [(aminosulfonvDC ^^cycloalkvnC 
alkvL or (CH^)?^ NRrRn: 

Rr is H, C i-« alkvL C alkenvl, C alkvnvL C cvcloalkvK or phenyl; 
O is one of the following formulae (i) - (iii): 




(i) (ii) (iii) 

R3 is H or F: 

R4 is halo. NO7. S07NRn(CH7 ) 9^NRFRF. SO^NRfRf , or (CO)T; 

T is C K g alkvl. C ^ cvcloalkvl. (NRfRf )C alkvl. ORf. -NRnCCH^)^.^ NRf^f. 
orNRp^F: 

Z is one of the following formulae (iv) - (viii): 
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%AAA^ v'VW >AAA^ vAAA*- AAAA -SAAA 

II II II 

N^N NyXi Xz^N 

Rs Rfi ^7 R7 

(iv) (V) (vi) 



II II 

N. ^ 

(vii) 



one of Rs and is H or methyl and the other of Rs and is H, Ci-fi alkvL C?-^; 
alkenvK C?-^ alkvnvl, phenyl, benzyl, or -M-E-G; 

M is O. CO. SO., NRu (CO)NRh. NRh (CO). NRh (SO^^NRh. or 

CH9: 

E is (CH7 )i ^ or (CH. ) ^ OCCH^V where 1 < (each of m and p) < 3 and 
2 < (m + p) < 4; or E is absent; 

G is Rk. ORi or NRiRy. provided that if p = L then G is H; 

R7 is H. C U A alkyl C 7^ alkenvl, C 7^ alkynvl. C ^ cycloalkvL phenyl, 2'pvridyL 
3-pyridyL 4-pvridyU (CH.^ r ^Ar, where Ar is phenyl, 2-pyridvL 3-pvridyL or 4- 

pyridyl, 

S02NRh(CH2 W NRtR k. (CO)(CH7)7^iR>c or (C0)NRh(CH2). JSTRiRk: 



I I 



(viii) 
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is 0, NR«, or CHRo; is O, S, or CHRo: and is O or S; where if or 
X? is CHRq. said compound may also be a tautomerized indole; 

Rg is H, C 1 ^ alkvl phenyl, 2-pvridvl, 3-pvridyl, 4-pvridvl, (CH^) ^ ^^ where Ar 
is phenyl, 2-pyridyK 3-pvridyK or 4-pyridyK C 9^ alkenyl, C 7^ alkynyL C ^ 
cycloalkyl, or (C 7^ alkyl)NRj_RM; provided R7_and Rr together have no more than 
14 carbon atoms, exclusive of Ri^, Rm, Rj and Rk; 

Rn is C U A alkvK phenyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, C alkenyl, C 
alkynvl, C 3^ cycloalkyl, (CO)ORp , (C 9^ alkyDNRjlM, (CO)NRn(CH2K 
4NRi^Rm, (CO)NRt^Rm, (CO)(CH7)2A"NRlRm, or (CH2) n7 Ar, where Ar is phenyl, 
2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, or 4-pyridyl; 

Rq is C K A alkyl, phenyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, 4-pvridyl, C alkenvl, C 9^ 
alkynvl, 

C ^ cycloalkyl, (CO)ORp , (C 7 ^ alkyDNRi^M, (CO)NRNr(CH2WNRTRM. 
(CONRtJRm, (C0)(CH2W -NRi^Rm, or (CH^V^Ar', where Ar' is phenyl, 2- 
pvridvl, 3-pyridyl, or 4-pyridyl; 

Rp is H, C K 6 alkyl, phenyl, C alkenyl, C ^ alkynvl, C 3 - ^ cycloalkyl, or 
(CH9)9^NfRi^M; 

Rin is H, methyl, halo, or NO?; 

Ru is H, methyl, halo, or NO?; 

each of Rr, Rn, Rf, Rf. Ru Ru Rk. Ri^ and Rvi^is independently selected from H, 
C ud alkyl, C alkenvl, C %^ alkvnvi, C ^ cycloalkyl, and phenyl; each of 
NRrRn,NRFfiF, NRiR j £, and NRi^m can also independently be morpholinvl, 
piperazinyl, pyrrolidinyl, or piperidinyl; and 
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each of Rh, Rn, and Rn is independently H, methvL or ethvl: 

wherein each hydrocarbon radical or heterocyclic radical above is optionally 
substituted with between 1 and 3 substituents independently selected from halo, 
C ud. alkyl, C \^ cycloalkyl, C alkenvK C alkynyl, phenyl, hydroxyl, amino, 
(amino)sulfonyl, and NO^. wherein each substituent alkyl, cycloalkyl, alkenyl, 
alkynyl or phenyl is in turn optionally substituted with between 1 and 3 
substituents independently selected from halo, C u7 alkyl, hydroxyl, amino, and 
NO9: 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or C 1-7 ester thereof . 

8 (currently amended). The method of claim 1 A method for treating 
chronic pain , wherein said chronic pain is associated with arthritis , said method 
comprising administering to a subject in need of such treatment a composition 
comprising a MEK inhibitor selected from a compound of the following formula 



W is OR 1 , NR^ORj. NRa Rr , NR^NRaRr, 0(CH2 )7JSrRARR , or NR^fCHj) 




fllL 




wherein 
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is H, C i-« alkvK C ^ alkenvU C ^ alkvnvl, C cvcloalkvL phenyl (phenvlV 
C alkvL (phenvDC 3^ alkenvU (phenvDC ^ alkvnvl, (C ^ cycloalkvDC ud 
alkyl, (C cvcloalkyDC alkenvK (C ^ cycloalkvDC %a alkynvl, C ^ 
heterocyclic radical. (C heterocyclic radicaDC ud alkyl, (C ^ heterocycHc 
radical)-C ^ alkenyl, (C heterocyclic radicaDC 3^ alkynyl or (CH^)^ : ^ NRpRn : 

Ry is H, C 1- 4 alkyl phenyl, C x^ cycloalkyL C heterocychc radical, or 
(C ^ cycloalkyl) methyl; 

Ra is C alkyl C alkenyl C ^ alkynyl C cycloalkyl phenyl (C 3^ 
cycloalkvDC 2^ alkvl (C 3^ cycloalkyDC x a alkenyl, (C x^ cycloalkyQC xa 
alkynyl C x 9, heterocyclic radical (C x r heterocyclic radicaDC u d alkyl, 
(aminosulfonyPphenyl fCaminosulfonyDphenyllC i ^alkyl (aminosulfonyDC i-^ 
alkyl (aminosulfonyPC ^.^ cycloalkyl [(aminosulfonyPC cycloalkyllC ua 
alkyl or (CH^)^^ NRrRn: 

Rr is H, C 1 ^ alkyl C x^ alkenyl C ^ alkynyl C 3^ cycloalkyl or phenyl: 
O is one of the following formulae (i) - (iii): 




(i) 



(ii) 



(iii) 



Rj is H or F: 
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Ri is halo. NO?. SO^NRnfCH^^o^NRgRp. S07NRgRR or (CO)T: 

T is C i-R alkvl. C ^.r cvcloalkvl. (NRpRf)C ua alkvl. ORf. -NRnCCH?)?^ NRrRf. 
orNRpRp; 

Z is one of the following formulae (iv) - (viii): 



I I 
N N 

M 



I I 



I I 

R7 



(iv) 



(V) 



(vi) 



II II 

N .N 

^3 



I 1 

Rg N 



(vii) 



(viii) 



one of Rs and is H or methyl and the other of Rs and is H. Ci^ alkvl, Cj^ 
alkenvl. C^^alkvnvl. phenyl, benzyl. or-M-E-G: 
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M is O, CO. SO9, NRk (CO)NRh. NRh iCO\ NRr (SO9), (SO^^NRh. or 

CH2: 

E is (CH7W or OfCH^V where 1 < (each of m and p) < 3 and 

2 < (m + p) < 4: or E is absent; 

G is Ry, ORt or NRi R y. provided that if p = L then G is H; 

R7 is H, C 1 - 4 alkvL C alkenyl, C t-a alkynvl, C ^ cvcloalkvL phenyl 2-pvridvL 
3-pvridvL 4-pvridvl, (CH7) u 7Ar, where Ar is phenyl, 2-pvridvL 3-pvridvL or 4- 
pvridvK 

S09NRh(CH9 W NRt Ri c, (CO)(CH7)9^NRi R k or (CO)NRh(CH7WNRtRk: 

is O, S, NRg. or CHRq; X7 is O, S, or CHRo; and is O or S: where if Xi^ or 
X7 is CHRq, said compound may also be a tautomerized indole: 

Rg is H, C 1- A alkyl phenyl, 2-pyridyl 3-pyridyK 4-pyridyl (CH7 )u7 An where Ar 
is phenyl, 2-pyridyL 3-pyridyl or 4-pyridyl C 7-4 alkenyl, C alkynyl C 
cycloalkyh or (C 7 -4 alkyl)NRi_RM; provided RT^and Rr together haye no more than 
14 carbon atoms, exclusive of R?^, Rm, Ri and Rjc; 

Rn is C 1-4 alkvl, phenyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl, 4-pyridyl, C ^ alkenyl, C ^ 
alkvnvl, C ^ cvcloalkvl, (CO)ORp , (C 7 ^ alkyDNRi^M, (CO)NRNr(CH7)7, 
dNRi^M, (CO)NRtRm, (CO)(CH7WNRijRM, or (CH7) u 7Ar, where Ar is phenyl, 
2>pyridyl, 3-pvridvl, or 4-pyridvl; 

Rq is C 1 ^ alkvl, phenyl, 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridvl, 4-pyridyl, C 7 - 4 alkenyl, C 7-4 
alkvnvl, 

C .-^ cvcloalkvl, (CO)ORp , (C % 4 alkyDNRi^M, (CO)NRn(CH7)7 J^ JIm, 
(CO)NR^M, (CO)(CH7)7^-NRijlM, or (CH7)i.7Ar\ where Ar' is phenyl, 2- 
pvridvl, 3-pvridvl, or 4-pvridvl: 
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Rp is C 1^ alkvK phenyl, C alkenvL C alkvnvL C cvcloalkvl, or 
(CH.WNRt^m; 

Rio is H, methvK halo, or NO^: 

Rri^ is H, methyl, halo, or NO^; 

each of Rr, Rn. Rr, Rf, Rt, Rj, Rk, Rt^ and RM^is independently selected from H, 
C alkyl, C 3 -4 alkenyl, C 3 - 4 alkynyl, C cycloalkyl, and phenyl; each of 
NRrR n,NRRRF, NR^ R y^ and NRtRm can also independently be morpholinyl, 

piperazinyl, pyrrolidinYl, or piperidinyl; and 

each of Rh, Rn, and Ro is independently H, methyl, or ethyl; 

wherein each hydrocarbon radical or heterocyclic radical aboye is optionally 
substituted with between 1 and 3 substituents independently selected from halo, 
C UA alkyl, C ^ cycloalkyl, C 3-4 alkenyl, C ^ alkynyl, phenyl, hydroxyl, amino, 
(amino)sulfonyl, and NO2. wherein each substituent alkyl, cycloalkyl alkenyl, 
alkynyl or phenyl is in turn optionally substituted with between 1 and 3 
substituents independently selected from halo, C i. ^ alkyl, hydroxyl, amino, and 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or C u? ester thereof . 

9 (currently amended). The method of claim 1 A method for treating 
chronic pain , wherein said chronic pain is associated with post-operatiye pain^ 
said method comprising administering to a subject in need of such treatment a 
composition comprising a MEK inhibitor selected from a compound of the 
following formula (D: 
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wherein 

W is ORk NR^ORk NRaRr, NfRoNRA R p, 0(CH9)7^a R r. or NR^rCH^^T^ 
NR^ 

Ri^ is H, C alkyl, C %^ alkenvh C ^ alkvnvl C ^ cycloalkyl, phenvL (phenyl)- 
C ud alkyl, (phenyl)C 3^ alkenyl, (phenyl)C 3 - 4 alkynyl (C ^^ cycloalkyDC 1-4 
alkyl (C 3^ cycloalkyDC ^^ alkenyl, (C 3 -s cycloalkyDC 3 -4 alkynyl C ^^ 
heterocyclic radical. (C ^ heterocyclic radicaPC u d alkyl (C ^ heterocyclic 
radical)-C ^ alkenyl (C vr heterocyclic radicaPC ^ alkynyl or (CH^W NRrRn ; 

R? is H, C K4 alkyl phenyl C ^ cycloalkyl C ^ heterocyclic radical, or 

(C 3^ cycloalkyl) methyl; 

Ra is H, C 1- 6 alkyl C ^ alkenyl C ^ alkynyl C cycloalkyl phenyl (C ^ 
cycloalkyDC j - a alkyl (C ^ cycloalkyDC % a alkenyl (C ^ cycloalkyDC 
alkynyl C ^ heterocyclic radical. (C ^ heterocyclic radicaPC ua alkyl 
(aminosulfonvDphenvl [(aminosulfonvDphenvllC i-4alkvl (aminosulfonyDC 1^ 
alkvl (aminosulfonypC vg^cvcloalkyl [(aminosulfonyPC ^.^ cycloalkyDC i^ 
alkyl or (CU7)7^ NRrRn: 



Rr is H, C alkyl C ^ alkenyl C xs. alkynyl C ^ cycloalkyl or phenyl; 
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(i) 



(ii) 



(iii) 



is H or F; 

R4 is halo. NO7. SO?NRn(CH7)2 : JSrRpRp. SO^NRgfig. or (COT: 

T is C i.« alkvl. C ^.g cvcloalkvl. (NfRgRF )C 1 ^ alkvl. ORf. -NRnfCH?')?^ NRpRf. 
or NRgRg: 

Z is one of the following formulae (iv) - (viii): 




R5 R6 





R7 



(iv) 



(V) 



(vi) 
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II II 




(vii) 



(viii) 



one of Rs and Rj^ is H or methyl and the other of Rs and is d.^ alkvL C^-fi 
alkenvU C?./^ alkvnvK phenvK benzyl, or -M-E-G; 

M is O, CO, NRt. (CO)NRh, NRh (CO). NR« (SOo\ (SO.^NRh, or 

CH7: 

E is (CH7 )u4 or (CH7)n. OfCH^V where 1 < (each of m and p) < 3 and 
2 < (m + p) < 4; or E is absent; 

G is Rk, ORt or NRi R ^, provided that if p = L then G is H: 

R7 is H. C 1-4 alkyK C 7-4 alkenyl C alkynyl C ^ cvcloalkyK phenyl, 2-pvridyl, 

S-pyridyl, 4-pYridYl, (CHi^ u tAt. where Ar is phenyl, Z-pyridyK 3-pyridyK or 4- 
pyridyl 

SO^NRhCCH^ W NRi Rt c, (CO)(CH2W NRfRK or (CO)NRH(CH9)7^4NRTRj. : 

Xi^ is O, S, NR«, or CHRq; is O, S, or CHRo: and is O or S: where if or 
X? is CHRo, said compound may also be a tautomerized indole; 

R« is H, C K 4 alkyK phenyl. 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl 4>pyridyl, (CH2 )i ^Ar, where Ar 
is phenyl 2-pyridyl 3-pyridyK or 4>pyridyl C 2 - 4 alkenyl, C 7^ alkynyl, C V6 
cycloalkyl or (C alkyDNRiRM; provided Riband Rr together have no more than 
14 carbon atoms, exclusive of Ri^, Rm, R^ and Ric; 
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Rn is C ud alkvK phenvL 2-pvridvK 3-pvridvK 4-pvridvK C alkenvL C 
alkvnvl C ^ cvcloalkvl (CO)ORp , (C 7^ alkyDNRT^RM, (C0)NRn(CH7K 
aNRlRm, (CO)NRi^Rm, (CO)(CH7 )7^-NRtK m, or (CH^^ i ^Ar, where Ar is phenvK 
2-pvridvl, 3-pvridvL or 4-pvridvl; 

Ro is C alkvK phenyl, 2-pvridvl, 3-pvridvl, 4-pvridvl, C 7-d alkenvK C 7^ 
alkvnvL 

C ^ cvcloalkvl (CO)ORp , (C 2 ^ alkvONR^RM, (CO^NRNfCH^^TJSfRiRM, 
(CO)NRtRm, (CO)(CH7WNRiRm, or (CH7)i^Ar\ where Ar* is phenyl, 2- 

pyridyl, 3-pvridvl, or 4-pvridyl; 

Rp is H, C alkyl, phenyl, C alkenyl, C alkynyl, C cycloalkyl or 
(CH2)2^NRijRM: 

Rin is H, methyl, halo, or NO7; 

Ru is H, methyl, halo, or NO7: 

each of Rr, Rn, Rf, Rf, Rt, Rt, Rk, Rr and RM_is independently selected from H, 
C 1-4 alkyl, C ^-a alkenyl, C 3-4 alkynyl, C 3^ cycloalkyl, and phenyl; each of 
NRrRn^NRgRp, NRi R k, and NRi^Im can also independently be morpholinyl, 
piperazinyl, pyrrolidinyl, or piperidinyl; and 

each of Rh, Rn, and Rn is independently H, methyl, or ethyl; 

wherein each hydrocarbon radical or heterocyclic radical above is optionally 
substituted with between 1 and 3 substituents independently selected from halo, 
C UA alkyl, C ^ cycloalkyl, C alkenyl, C ^4 alkynyl, phenyl, hydroxyl, amino, 
(aminb)sulfonyl, and NO?, wherein each substituent alkyl, cycloalkyl, alkenyl. 
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alkvnvl or phenyl is in turn optionally substituted with between 1 and 3 
substituents independently selected from halo, C alkyL hydroxyl amino, and 
NO9: 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or C u? ester thereof . 

10 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Q is formula 



11 (original). A method of claim 10, wherein R3 is H or fluoro. 

12 (original). A method of claim 11, wherein R4 is fluoro, chloro, or bromo. 

13 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Rio is 
hydrogen, methyl, fluoro, or chloro. 

14 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Rn is methyl, 
chloro, fluoro, nitro, or hydrogen. 

15 (original). A method of claim 14, wherein Rn is H. 

16 (original). A method of claim 14, wherein Rn is fluoro. 

17 (original). A method of claim 13, .whereih each of Rio and Rn is fluoro. 

18 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Ri is H, 
methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, isobutyl, benzyl, phenethyl, allyl, C 3.5 alkenyl, C 
3-6 cycloalkyl, (C 3.5 cycloalkyl)C 1.2 alkyl, (C 3-5 heterocyclic radical)C 1.2 alkyl, 
or(CH2)2^NRcRD. 



(i). 
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19 (original). A method of claim 18, wherein Ri is H or (C 3^ cycloalkyl)C 1.2 
alkyl. 

20 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein R2 is H or 
methyl. 

21 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Ra has at 
least one hydroxyl substituent. 

22 (currently amended). A compound of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Ra is H, 
methyl, ethyl, isobutyl, hydroxyethyl, phenyl, 2-piperidin-l-yl-ethyl, 2,3- 
dihydroxy-propyl, 3-[4-(2-hydroxyethyl)-piperazin-l-yl]-propyl, 2-pyrrolidin-l- 
yl-ethyl, or 2-diethylamino-ethyl; and Rb is H; or where Rb is methyl and Ra is 
phenyl. 

23 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein W is NRaRb 
orNRaNRARfi. 

24 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein W is 
NR2(CH2)2-4NRaRb or 0(CH2)2-3 NRaRb. 

25 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein W is 
NR2OR1. 

26 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein W is ORi. 

27 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein Z is formula 
(V). 



28 (original). A method of claim 27, wherein Xi is NRg, and R7 is H. 
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29 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein said MEK 
inhibitor has a structure selected from: 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 
phenylamino)-lH-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic aicid. 

30 (currently amended). A method of claim 1 claim 8 , wherein said MEK 
inhibitor has a structure selected from: 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 
phenylamino)-lH-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2- 
methyl-phenylamino)-benzooxazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2- 
methyl-phenylamino)-benzothiazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2- 
methyl-phenylamino)-benzo[l ,2,5]thiadiazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4- 
iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzo[l,2,5]oxadiazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro- 

6- (4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-2-(2-hyciroxyethyl)-lH-benzoimidazole-5- 
carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-2-(2-dimethylamino- 
ethyl)- lH-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 
phenylamino)-l-acetyl-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid; 8-fluoro-7-(4-iodo-2- 
methyl-phenylamino)-quinoxaline-6-carboxyhc acid; and 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2- 
methyl-phenylamino)-lH-benzotriazole-5-carboxylic acid; and the corresponding 
hydroxamic acids and cyclopropylmethyl hydroxamates. 

31 (currently amended). The method of claim 1 claim 8 wherein said MEK 
inhibitor has a structure selected from: 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 
phenylamino)-lflr-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid cyclopropylmethoxy-amide; 

7- fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)'6,7-dihydro-l//-benzoimidazole-5- 
carboxylic acid (hydrochloride); 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-l//- 
benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid; 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)- 
3i/-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid (2-hydroxy-ethoxy)-amide; 6-(2-chloro-4- 
iodo-phenylamino)-7-fluoro-l//-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid; and 7-fluoro- 
6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)- l//-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid 
pentafluorophenyl ester. 
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32 (currently amended). The method of claim 1 claim 8 wherein said MEK 
inhibitor has a structure selected from: 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 
phenylamino)-lH-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic acid cyclopropylmethoxy-amide; 
and 7-fluoro-6-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-3i/-benzoimidazole-5-carboxylic 
acid (2-hydroxy-ethoxy)-amide. 



